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4, the Knights Grand Crosses, Com- | 


anders and Companions of the Orders 
of the BULWARK and the HEN- 
RIADE, ately assembled © m full 
Chapter, at HERTFORD, in New 


ngland. Pee 

= Botley, 22 Feb. 1815. 

ENTLEMEN, 3 

As your occupation appears to have 
een sudden!y put an ead to by the 
eace, Which ‘our Government has had 
he wisdom to make with yours, it may 
muse and please you to be informed how 
he glorious work of deliverance proceeds 
n Europe. I was highly delighted to 
erceive, that you were very careful to 
vail yourselves of the aid of the Cossack 
Priesthood, during your late -delibera- 
ions. The long prayets, which it was 
esolved those gentry should put up,two 
pyr three times @ day, wa: | the leas 
nteresting.. tart 6 | Ives, 

























Pope, the Jesuits, all the Monks (except 
n disorganized France) have been not 
uly delivered, but fully re-established by 
he efforts of the BULWARK ; and that, 

Spain, the HOLY INQUISITION has 
been so completely delivered “‘ from. the 
fell grasp,” as Mr. RANDOLPH calls it, 
ff Napoleon ; that it is now under the 
paternal sway of “Ferdinand the beloved,” 
i full vigor of operation for the support 
{Social Order, and of ancient and 
venerable establishments.” In this 
peration, it has laid hold of —who, think 


BULWARK man, seems to have been 
applied to by this BULWARK Spaniard ° 
in preference to. the Government. here, 
though one would have thought, that He 
would fly to his old friends to Be received 
with open arms. Mr; WHITBREAD has 
made several very “eloquent speeches 
upon the subject; but, to say the truth, 
they have produced but little effect upon 
me, and tliis for two reasons: ~ First, 
these Bulwark men fought and wrote for 
Ferdinand; they called every one a trai- 
tor and a miscreant, who did not wish 
for the restoration of the ancient family, 
the venerable institutions. In the course 
of their proceedings, they levelled their 
swords and their pens against the lives 
of all those, who wished not to be deli- 
vered; they drew forth the sweat and 
blood of their country against lim who 


least | had put. down the Monks and the Juqui- 
At} sition; persecuted ¢ , who 


acted as if he dreaded the deliverance: 
of Spain. Ina their turn they are perse-- 
cuted; they are sent to jails and galleys ¢ 
and, you will please to observe, that 5 
suffer this from those for whom they had 
fought, in whose behalf they had perse- 
cuted others, and are deéliyered up,.too, 
by an English Governor. I think, may 
it please your Knighthoods, that thisis 
as suitable, as fit, as exemplary, as any 
urreuce cau well be.—-My 
- taking littlesinterest in 
men, is, that I feel more 


the fute of these: el m 
for persons im Our English, Scoteh, and 





out Why. of those men, who, for se- 
eral years, were fighting and writing | 
or Ferdinand the beloved:” that is to 
ty, for the BULWARK against: the de- 
royer of venerable institutions, Some 
f these “ Patriots,” as they were called, 
uving taken refuge in our fortress of 
ibraltar, have been given up by our 
moveruor to the beloved Ferdinand, 
ose Government has sent one of them 

) work in the galleys for ten years. 
Mother of them has escaped to England, 
¢ his cause has been espoused by 


- 





who, though not a 


WHITBREAD, 





Irish jails. The patriot, who. is, sent to 
the gailéys, was charged with the crime 
of LIBEL. He, it is acknowledged, 
wrote a letter to the beloved Ferdinand, 
advising him to adopt a new government 
in Spain; that is to say, to consent to ¢ 
revolution, that horrid thing, which is 60 
contrary to those ancient aud venerable 
institutions, to restore which so much 
blood and mouey has been expanded; 
and for the restoration of which you have 
so fong and so fervently prayed througls 
the uose, with your eyes turned up t- 
wards the ceiling. Yaa while there are 
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so many men in owr jails for writing li-' 
bels; while I recollect that so many Gen- 
tlemen were sent from Scotland to Botany 
Bay, on the charge of attempting a revo- 
Jution in our Government ; and, while | 
hear no word from Mr. WHITEREAD in 
their behalf, that gentleman must excuse 
me, if_I as yery little moved by his elo- 
quence, great as it is, in behalf of these 
Spaniards, There isa Mr. Loveii,who 
has been in our jail of Newgate about 
four years anda half. His offences 
were, copying a short paragraph froma 
country paper relative to the operation of 
the Property Tax, and publishing 
another paragraph, or letter, relative to 
the conduct of the Transport Board to- 
wards French prisoners of wer. He 
might be in error in both instances ; but, 
his affidavits shewed, that he was the 
author of neither publication ; that he 
copied one, inadvertently, from a country 
newspaper, and that he did not examine 
the other with sufficient care. He was 
sentenced to eighteen months imprison- 
ment for each, and was fined besides; 
and he is now in jail, where he has been 
for a year and a half, wanting ability to 
pay his fines. Mr. Houston is sutlering | 
two imprisonment and fine for a 
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favour of this law, tell us, or, rather, te pire 
the Parliament, that our farmers canng seve) 
sell so cheap as these whe pay no tythe, bite 

or-rates, and, comparatively, it wa 


little in taxes of any sort. What is the 
but attacking tythes, one of the mog 
ancient and venerable institutions in ||. 
whole world! and these are Bulwat hele 
men, too, who petition im these term! 
In Kranee they have not been able ; 
restore tythes; or, in your language, 1) 
deliver the country from the want , becau 
tythes. They have not been able to resto, 
the gabelles, the corvées, the feud 
courts, laws and rights, mor hawe ly 
yet seen a Monk in France, siiiee |) 
days of Brissot. They have put tp : 
Bourbons; but, they have not Pat dow 
the code. Napoleon.—-At the sameé ting 
Iam reminded ef an occurrence thatwi 
give you both pleasure and pain: I me 
the attempt to assassinate Napoleon’ 
the hand of some hwed villain. It} 
ive you pleasure that a villaim’ has he 
found to attempt the deed, and pain 
know that it has not succeeded, You 
manifesto has excited a great deals 
anger in our Bulwezk newspapers; one 


Sth of 
rica WV 
a war 
flouse 
to it, 

pedien 
transat 
could 
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tunders 
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subject 
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have | 
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‘book on religion. Away, then, with the 
‘Complaints of Don Carrea and Don Puig- | 
“blanc and all the Dons in the universe, | 
‘ill Mr. Lovell and Mr. Houston and | 
Others find somebody to feel and to} 
speek for them.——I1t will vex you very | 


much to know, thatthe French revolutien | 


beneficial | 


has produced remarkably 


consequences: to the country. It is now | 


acknowledged, and even proclaimed, by 
‘our Bulwark newspapers, that France 
‘has greatly improved in agriculture, 
during what is called her state of 
‘ditorgonization, though we were told 
by these same newspapers, and by 
our insipid and hireling Mr. Wats, 
that Napoleon had left none but old 
-men, women, and children to cultivate 
the land. These poor, feeble creatures 
have got the land into such a {ine state, 
that we are compelled to resort to a lew 
to protect our farmers against their corn, 
in which article they undersell us in our 
own markets. The truth is, that, in ad- 
dition to' this great improvement in the 
state of France, the Bulwark war has 
left us a load of taxes, which the land 
cannot pay without Aigh prices. The 
petitions, »cich bave been presented ia | 








































which observes, that it was “ heped wis Rio) 
* expect:d, that the Hertford DelegiGos 1). } 
“ would have declared a@ separation of MBs.) 01, 5; 
“union at once.” On theother hand, i nerty J 
are held in the utmost centempt. YaiRyhich | 
had courage to menace, but not enough Rt ing tho 
strike.—If any of you were, however, iBtuining 
do here what you have actually don Hie Py, 
America; that is, to endeavour to ove! ree. 
the King and Parliament, you would if supp 
hanged, have your bewels ripped ¢ ause © 
and flung in your faces, have your bod tlectin. 
/cutin quarters, and the quarters ploc@ien-, he 
}at the king’s dispesal._—How foolt funder 
that would make Menriade men lok MB produce 
Yours to command, wed a 
WILLIAM COBBETGR ons, 

lanent 
THE BUDGET, mph, 

This is now a most interesting toould 1, 
I shall, therefore, insert the Budget-SpeHie rey iy, 
at full length, and when I have 90 (@MBedicn, , 
I shall offer thereon such remarks ®4MBase of 
peur to me likely to be useful. torte 
—_— | des, as 
The Chancellor of the Exchequi Mit. ¢ 7 
calling the attention of the’ Committ the in, 
the Financial measures of which DC™MBany ¢, 
given notice, stated that the Hous® ™Mi@ue 17, 
aware that the Property Tas wouk WES gx 
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pire on the 5th of April next, and that] he believed that the Commissioners em- 
several other war taxes would also ex-{ ployed in its collection had been actuated 
ire three months afterwards, in July. by the purest aud most patriotic motives. 
it was an important censideration whe- They were not a set of men appoiated 
ther the renewal of those taxes should | and paid by the crown. They were the 
be contemplated, or the sums necessary | sauie gentlemen to whom the country 
to pay off the expences of the war should | was indebted for the preservation of 


ihe levied in a different manner. It was] peace, and whose attention and-exertions 


sot his intention as he had already stated; in the gratuitous dispensation of justice 
o a former occasion, to propose the re- did them the greatest honour. There 


csewal of the Property Tax; not merely | were certainly many provisions in the 


because that tax was to expire on the | Act about to expire, which should not 
éth of April next, or the war with Ame- be adopted ata future period without the 
rica was terminated; for though it was | deepest consideration. He could not 
a war impost, he did not consider the | refer to times when liberty was better 
House precluded from again resorting | understood than to those that followed 
to it, should circumstances render it ex- | the revolution..—Yet let the House look 
pedient. He did not consider that the | at the ist of Queen Anne, second séc- 
transactions of 1806 on this subject} tion, chapter fifty-three, enacted at the 
could bind future Parliaments against | renewal of the French war, aud they 
the interest of the country. He did not}; would find what dutics were thea im- 
understand a compact between the Com-| posed. Amongst others, there was one 
mous at large and Parliament. On this | of four shillings in the pound, on pensions 
subject, whatever had been stated inthe |and annuities, and one of five shillings 
petitions laid before the House would | in the pound, on the produce of profes- 
have had no effect, had more powerful | sions. The Commissioners, or the major 
onsiderations, required the renewal of | part of them, were empowered to exa- 
thisimpost. He recollected having heard | mine or inform upoa oath; and all tra- 
Right Hon. Gentleman begging pardon | ders compelled to give returns, signed by 
fthe House, fer the part which he had | themselves, of the whole quantity and 
taken in 1806, in the increase of the Pro- | value of their stock in trade. The Com- 
perty Tax. For himself, there was nothing | missioners were besides authorised to 
‘hich he considered with more satisfac- | enter their premises at any hour. With 
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oa than the share which he had in main- 
dining that impost. He believed that 
the Property Tax had been the means 
i rescuing the land from its difiiculties, 
{supporting the exertions made in the 
ause of European independence, and 
flecting the delivery of nations.—( Hear, 
hear, hear! }—It had saved the country 
funded ‘debt of 303 millions. It had 
roduced in money 150 millions, and 
wed a capital of unfunded debt of 180 


llione ; ont: 
ulions, and near nine millions of per- | 


“avent taxes. Yet however productive 
'had been, aud however useful it might 
“ve proved at a time when large sums. 
ould be wauted, he did not think proper 
Pits it, but considered it more ex- 
“cat to preserve it ag a resource, in, 


respect to the Property Tax, whenever 
it had been possible to make the assess- 
ment without personal injury it had been 
done. The property in the funds was 
assessed to its full amount, withoutany 
difficulty. That in jand was also pretty 
clezrly ascertained, but that engaged dm 
Ftrade was of a less tangible shape, and 
its ass¢ssment could mot be very correct. 
If, on the revival of the tax, a mew mode 
of assessment could be found in that par- 
ticular branch, it would probably coatr- 
bute to render it more productive. He 
then alluded to a clause included in the 
Act in 1803, for allowing private exami- 
nations, but which did not fully answer 
the end proposed. Having thus entered 
into a defence of the provisions of the 





se of the future renewal of war, to be 
pe to enly in the greatest emergen- 
* 4s the firm basis of our public cre- 
a ( Hear, hear!) He bad been told 
sane #ahisitorial natiire of this tax, and 
“iy Complaints had been uttered in! 


Property ‘Tax, to prevent that odium 
from being left, which bad been ex 
pressed against ft, and which it 20 dittle 
deserved, he would now proceed to state 
the seasons which induced him to think 
its renewal unadvisable; though in the 





Ouse against the yexaions which: 


| present year, when large sums would be 


"@8 said to occasion, For his own puts wanted to jiquides ate sucha mea 
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sure might have appeared to many pre- 


ferable to raising aloan, and on account 
of the advantages which it promised to 
vield, perfectly justifiable. At the Peace 
of Amiens, the Property ‘Tax had been 
pledged to make good a large sum of 
money, and charged for a period of nine 
years. Though its renewal would there- 
fore have heen authorised by present 
circumstances, he had considered that 
the immense fluctuation of price whicl: 
had taken place in almost every article 
would have introduced so great a variety 
as to make returns extremely dithcult. 
The impost would have falien, besides, 
with particular weight on the class of 
farmers, who would have found them- 
selves rated far beyond their real property. 
The assessnrent had been calculated on 
a fair average, but when the fluctuation 
of prices became excessive, the average 
could no longer be regarded as just. 
Many ideas had been suggested to con- 
tinue, that tax during the present year, 
with various modifications. It might 
have been done on three different prin- 
ciples. By exempting those classes, on 
whom its operation was considered as 
likely to produce an unfair pressure, and 
including all fixed property. But the 
chief ground on which this impost had 
been cheerfully borne, was, that all were 
included in it. When that should no 
longer be the case, it would appear that 
Government were encroaching on the 
good faith of their creditors. Another 
mode might have been adopted ; persons 
might have been charged in a proporti- 
onate’ ratio to their incomes; the rich 
might have been made to pay much, and 
the poor, little; but this would have 
been impracticable. The act gave no 
insight into the whole income of any one ; 
it charged every - species of property, 
without enquiring about its proprietor. 
Any gentleman, for instd¢nce, might be 
a partner in a banking-house in London, 
might be one of a commercial partnership 
at Bristol, might hold a share in a ma- 
nufactory at Manchester, and have 
100,0001. ia the funds (a deugh); for 
every one of these he would be assessed 
separately; he might gain on the one 


and lose on the other, and no one would } 


know h's real income. There was no 
case in Which the whole of a man’s re- 
venue was known, unless when he ap- 
plied for an abatement to be made. ‘To 
revive the Property ‘Tax with this modi- 
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Cihnerges 
Pio on 


Charges 


fication, the present system must have 
been overthrown, and one move vex. 
tious established in its stead. As thi, 
impost would, therefore, now encounter ME Maing 
many difficulties in Its operation, and BB wnich | 
as it was not the intention of Parliament 

that it should be employed except as, Mp!" " 
war tax, he thought it was far better Mp 2°*! 
to lay it aside entjrely, and to return to vabstl 
one of those resources which at al 
times remained open to the country. He 
was convinced, however, that in point af 
right, had it been expedient, it would 
have been excusable to have preserved it 
fur the purpose of diminishing the sun 
‘which must be raised by loan. As to 
the amount of the expenses of the year, 
until the ratification of peace by Ame. 
rica should be received, it would be in. 
possible to ascertain it correctly. He 
could not enter into any details on that MR 259, 3 
subject, as its reduction would in soni fi the rev 
sort depend on the period at which thi MM tion an 
intelligenee should be received. What vided | 
he should now propose would therefor Mi had 20 
not be entirely on the footing of peace fi possib! 
expenditure. Large sums of money would what it 
be required this year: smms, which war, t! 
even the renewal of the Property Taf" °!"| 
weuld not have covered. But since itm P* ¢¥i 
was abandoned, the loan must be cons dluction 
derably larger. In taking an enlarged ons 
view of our present situation, he woullf™m not be 
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not compare it with that of the countrygim Peace « 
when it was involved in difficulties at them he wi 
close of the American war, and our pu! us mo: 
lic credit was really giving way. Hee eve) 
would oppose it to the most flourishiv pata 
period of our history, that which precede establi 
the long and extraordinary warfare take ir 
which we had been engaged. really 
, pense 1 
In the year 1791, the produce of the consolidate tte h 
Fund was -----+---.++- £13470 with th 
The charges uponit---- ----- 11,9210" empire 
which being deducted from it, left a sur- a 
plus of ----+-+---+-- a woe 9 MASIs the Cs 
To this was to be added, the produce of tee - 
Land and War Taxes - - - « - - ~ ~ 2,6580 b, ° 
dio lad bye 
Forming together a tofal of -- - . « - = 4,709 a great 
disposable for the service of the country. ded by 
Our income to the 3th of January last, ih- me 0 
clading the produce of the Consolidated ts L 
Fund, amounted (o - - « - - « «+ + « 38,256" e ha 
To this was to be added in War Taxes — 2,70 Peusio: 
| much 
Form’'ng together a total of - - - - = - 40,962 militar 
The charges upon this were « « = = + + 35,0% 
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of the late extensive, long and expensive war, there 


Phin at its Commencement, 


‘The sinking fund, which now produced 
upwards of eleven millions, did not yield 
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Charges on Imperial Loan - +++ 466.000 
a 

pitto on Portazuese Loan- +--+ - oa 57,000 
‘yarves on Civil list and others - + - 1,571,000 


Making a totalof---+-+-+-- - = + 37,544,000 
Which being deducted trom the above 40,962,000 





3,417,000 


Ieita surplusof e+ e+e esses . 
Jo this is to be added in Aunual Duties 
sybstituted to War Laxes, about - - + 3,000,000 





Which formed a total of-- ++-+-+-+- 6,417,000 
Jeft for the service of the State, so that at the close 


ewained a disposable surplus fund much larger 


at that period more than 1,300,0001. It 
was true that we now had a debt of 650 
nillions, and that it only amounted to 
250, at the time of the breaking out of 
the revolutionary war. We had in addi- 
tion an unfunded debt that must be pro- 
vided for. But to meet that expense, we 
had 20,000,000 of war taxes. Ifit were 
possible to reduce our expenditure to 
what it was at the commencement of the 
war, then we should have ample means 
in our power to encounter it: but it must 
be evident to every one, that such a re- 
duction was impracticable, and that ex- 
erlions must be made to meet what could 
not be avoided. The. expense of the 
peace establishment would depend upon 
the wisdom of Parliament; he wished 
its most deliberate attention should be 
given to the subject, But it would be 
unfair to look merely at what the peace 
establishment cost formerly, and not to 
lake into consideration what was now, 
really wanted. An augmentation of ex- 
pense was rendered unavoidable at pre- 
sent, by many circumstances connected 
with the ie at ‘and greatness of the 
fmpire. We must of necessity augment 
eur Military Establishment, on account 
of the increase of our Colonies, Malta, 
OA 0 Good Hope, several ympor- 
_ me) in the East and West Indies 
sees - feissoer to our dominions; and 
Phe tut of services had been provi- 
y Parliament, which it did not de- 

tie on Government to reduce. Amongst 
the i weet be mentioned the expence of 
pens ~pay allowance, and the widows’ 
sions, which alone would not fall 
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of the war. It must likewise be ‘recollec- 
ted, that after twenty years of actual 
service, the state of our navy required 
very extensive repairs. Respecting the 
peace establishment, he did not ‘think he 
should be able to bring it under 18 or 
19 millions, including the Lrish establish- 
ment. He should be happy to find 
another year, thata greater reduction 
should be practicable. ‘The present calcu- 
lation would allow two millions for. lre- 
land, and 17 for Great Britain, 

To meet the annual sum, he would take 

from the Annual Taxes and Consoli- 

dated Fund, nearly ..,....+ + + 6,000,000 
He would continue War Taxes to the 


ameuatol .owewts Beewgse « CSRS 
And would levy additional Taxes to 

an amountof about ........- » 5000,0090 
Makinginall «..+.+.++- » ee « » 17,500,000 


There would theu only remain two. mil- 
lions to be provided for Ireland, The 
expense of the Loan for the present year 
and the charge of the unfunded debt, 
would also still be to be defrayed. If it 
were possible to reduce the amount of 
the peace establishment to 13,000,0001, 
which was at this moment utterly im- 
practicable, still the taxes which he had 
mentioned would be necessary. He 
thought them preferable to making an 
application to the sinking fund.— 
Every gentleman in the house must be 
aware of the expenses which a long war 
entailed upon a nation. These it required 
time to liquidate. After the contest with 
America was closed, it was not until 
1786 that Parliment took the Peace Esta- 
blishment seriously into consideration, 
and even as late as 1791 the Committee 
reported expenses incurred on the account 
of the war, Therefore he thought he spoke 
within compass, when he said that it 
would scarcely be practicable to wind up 
the Peace establishment in less than four 
years from the present time. Until 1819, 
therefore, it would be necessary to have 
resort to funding Exchequer Bills, or 
Loans; and, to meet the charges which 
those would occasion’ with new taxes. In 
this he had theexample ef Mr, Pitt, w 

as early as the Mo 1784, proposed. 

anticipation to form a fund to liquidate 
the debt then funding. There was also the 
unfunded debt, the charge for which was 
also to be provided for, as well as for that 
which was funded. ' he first resource to 





much short of the whole amount of our 
military establishment at the beginning 


| meet this expenditure might have beer 
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the continuance of the war taxes, whicli 
wéuld have expired last Christmas, had 
they not then been renewed till next 
July, There were some that had since 
expired, such as those on the Export of 
British Manufactures, and on goods 
carried coastways. These he did not in- 
tend to renew, and if he did, their 
amount would not have been cansider- 
able. Neither did he propose to continue 
the duty on cotton wool, if imported in 
British ships. ‘This provision, he thought, 
was but a fair encouragement to our 
planters, and no one could contemplate 
it With any regret. He would not read 
over the list of taxes; they were familiar to 
every one; he would “state their total 
amount, which for the year finishing in 
January 1815, consisted of 9,857,0004. 
From this were to be deducted 2,750,0007, 
and 630,000/. ‘for taxes which had al: 
ready expired. He should propose to con- 
tinue only cut of the rest to the amount 
ef 6,413, 000/,—He should now proceed | 
to the new faxes which he had in view 
Hie thoughthe should gratify the curiosity 
ot the House if he did not bring them | 
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fase 


of 3s. 6d. per window. This’ assessment 
would not yet-admit of very accurate 
estimate; but it was calevlated it 
would produce 50,0604. a. year—~— 
The next tax should affect the rates of 
inhabited houses*in a scale of aug. 
mentation, forming av increase of thirty 
per cent. on.the present taxes. The rents 
of warehouses should be subjected to 
the saime impost, ‘The produce of the 


tax upon bhonses” was estimated at 
296,500/. and that 6n warehouses at 
i50,000/. The next would be laid on 


servants and cerriages, and would be a 
mere considerable and progressive in- 
crease of 80 to SO per cent. Hany Gen- 
tleman should object to sueh an aug- 
mentation, he begged of him to recollect 
what propostion it bore to «he Property 
Tax. ‘The produce of this tax om ser- 
vants, exclustve of those in trade, was 
calealated at 410,000/. a year, ‘The lat- 


iter would = not produce so large a sum, 


} 


forward in the usual order, but come at | 


ence to the Assessed "Taxes, on which 
the atfention of most people seemed to 
be fixech. He should not propose any ad- 
dition to the duty on windows in inha- 
bited henses. He knew it was a tax most 
meouvenient to the middling classes, 
whem it was his mest sincere wish to 
relieve as effgetuaily as possible. But he 
would levadiity on new objects, to be 
tuehided mm the denomisetion of windows 
—=he weant green-hovses, het-heuses, 
emb conservatories, which had hitherte 
paid po duties, Theassessmeut would be 


made on & superficial measure of glass, of | 


49 feef, which should he deemed equal 
fo a windaw: The rate would not be pro- 
pressive, but would ngt exceed 3s.. Gd. 
yer window. Thus an extent of class, 
60 feet broad By 12 tn height, would pay 


whem the Whole 3/. 7s. Gd. Ko die, he 


tiusted, would consider such a tux ob-| 


Je tionable.— (Fi ar, heer !y~- Considering 
the great advantages whiel¥ traders w ould 
deg ve from the pening ofthe Lurcpean 
pors,.and the revivalof perce and cem- 
ntercil relations threnehout the world, 
he thovaht they might tairly be brought 
te contabule more than the v had done to 


prepese, that shops aud warelouses 
skould pay the same proportionate dyty 


“. 





ou put, 4 
. Lay WV} 
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i tulfes ow wine should alse: saponin 
an 
the publie service. He should therefore would 


annhally. 
perhapa he: wootjecticnae I L 


the estimate was about 148, oo0/. The 
linpost> on carriages, ata rate of about 
75 per cent. would produce, . it was 
theught, 360,600/. That on the horses 
of pleasu re, for he should. refrain from 
faxing those for husbandry, would bring 
at the rate of 60 per cent.. about 
632,500/. The new duty on trade horses 
would only be 46 per cent. and would 
produce $5,5¢0/7. That on dogs, at 30 
per cent. vi ould vield 105,5004,, and that 
on game certificates, 42,0067. Bache- 
lors had hitherto paid an additional duty 
on servants only: they should now pay 
an increase of 50 per cent. beth on ser- 
vants and carriages and hoyses. The 
produce of this tax was expected to 
amount to 120,000/. and the total of the 
new Assessed ‘Taxes to 2,500, ooul. He 
should new proceed to the aclditions he 
intended to make to the War Taxes which 
were to be retained. He should propose 
au additional duty .on.tebacco, on the. 
ground. thet the peace with "America 
would. necessarily rencer the price of that 
article very. low, and enable it to beara 
fresh duty “of nearly 9d. in the pound, 
at the rate of. 2d. three-farthings per 
pound paid to the customs, and: Gd. per 
pound paid to the excise, whieb would 
jointly produce 300,006% The excise 

increase of 20/,° per ‘tun, 
yield a reveneke es 
The. nest tax 


soft 
4 













937] 


press 
conce 
had : 


during 


| war, 


excisa 
cent. 

produ 
be un 


| refere 


jt wou 
was 0 
taxes 

would 
year, 

of a 
would 
this v 
been 
heen 

17 788 Uy 
snouic 
by pe 
effect 
by the 
Gener 
thing 

of pay 
dency 
who | 
a Lor 
all we 
himse 
of say 
hend, 
ment 

hewsy 
peners 
Whith 
* Me 
univer 
thems 
occas) 
in the 
calcul 
It wa 
furthe 
Office 
were | 
herea 
Parlia 
affect 
refer 
conve 
and ¢ 
adop, 
reign 
he « ex 
rive 





[238 


nent 
irate 
it 


2s of 
aug. 
urty 
ents 
1 to 
the 
at 
at 
on 
ea 
in- 
en- 
lg 
lect 
arty 
ser- 
Was 
lat- 
1m, 
he 
Dut 
vas 
ses 
om 
ing 
ut 
seS 
ild 
3t} 
vat 
1e- 
ity 
ay 
el'= 
he 


he 
Ae 
he 
ch 
se 
he. 
Ca 
at 


4 a & OH RS 


p res 


‘war, He meant licences to dealers in 





937] 
; hard upon the persoas whom it 
concerned, but it was an object which 
had scarcely experienced any increase 
during the whole of the late protracted 


excisable articles. A duty of fifty per 
cent, progressive upon these would 
produce 300,000/. It would certainly 
be unequal in its pressure, but by a 
reference to the 43d of the King, c. 65, 
jt would be found that what he proposed 
was moderate. The whole of the new 
taxes under the head of the Excise 
vould yield to the country 950,000/. a 
year. He would now proceed to imposts 
ofa different description. The first 
vould not be very considerable, and 
this was not the first time that it had 
been thought of, though it had never yet 
leen entirely adopted. As early as 
1788, it was proposed that one penny 
should be paid on every newspaper sent 
by post.- This had been carried into 
effect with respect to papers forwarded 
by the Two-penny post, but not by the 
General: for it was supposed that any 
thing that would check the circulation 
ef papers would have an injurious ten- 
dency. But he was certain that no one 
who indulged in the luxury of reading 
a London Paper, a luxury with which 
all were well acquainted, would deprive 
himself of that enjoyment for the sake 
of saving one penny. He should appre- 
hend, however, that Members of Parlia- 
meut would contrive to receive their 
newspapers free of postage. (Here a 
general cry of No, no, arose, and Mr, 
Whitbread said dcross the table, “ Tax 
“ Members.”) As it appeared to be the 
universal sense of the House not to avail 
themselyes of their prerogatives on this 
occasion, he would make no exception 
in their favour in this duty, which was 
calculated to produce 50,000/. a year. 
it was not his intention to propose any 
farther vote with respect to the Post 
Office that night; but other. measures. 
Were in contemplation, which he should 
hereafter submit to the judgment of 
Parliament, ‘These, however,-would not 
affect the inland revenue. ‘They would 
refer to the establishinent of a regular. 
conveyance of lettérs to the East Indies, 


and toan improvement jn ‘the theasures ) 
ect to fo- | 





adopted last session with resp 
reign and other ship letters,” 
he expected that the ue 1 
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howeyer, would be a subsequent consi} 
deration. The total essimated amount 
of the new measures which he has already 
proposed, was 3,728,0001. 

For the better information of the Com- 
mittee, he would repeat in a morecoti- 
nected form the statements which he had 
made, enumerating the various articles, 
describing the rate of duty, and the pro- 
bable produce, viz. ¢ 


RATE. PRODUCE, 
Customs—Tobacco, 23d. perlb. . . . 150,000 
Excise—Tobacco, Gd. per lb, 150,000 
Licences—Double fixed Rates 

50 per cent. progressive . 300,000 
Wine—20l. per tun . 500,000 





‘ 950,000 
Assnsszp Taxes, viz. 


Inhabited House Duty, 30 per 

cenk.. « «0 tc ce 0. 2 Geenue . 
Progressive Servants’ Tax, 80 

to 90 percent. . . . . 308,500 
Under Gardeners, &c. various 101,500 
Trade Servants “and Servants 

for hire, various . . 148,000 
Carriages, about 75 per cent. 363,000 
Horses for pleasure, about 80 

percent. . . . » » 632,500 
Trade Horses, about 40 per 

ot... a.) & ee ee 
Dogs, about 30 per cent, « 105,500 
Game Certificates, ditto . 42,000. 


New Dyrtias. 
Windows in Warehouses and 
Hot-houses, $s, 64. per wine. 
dow . s+ « »© « @ @ 
Rent of Warehouses, {same as 
Houses . » + ~ + + 150,000 
 Bachelors—53 per cent. addi- 
tional on Servants, Carriages 
and Horses . «+ «+ + »« 120,000 


Post Office1d. on each 
Newspaper . + + ¢ + 
East India and" Foreign Poste 
age Regulation “+ ¢ . 75,000 


50,000 





50,000. 





. - 
— 


. 3,728,000 
But he iad already said, that he should 


propose taxes to-the amount of five mil- 


lions. “He'would now therefore state to 
the Committee what oth sapereies 
were in contemplation, and 

yin’ st | them to 






2,503,008 
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it was expected that an additional reve- 
nue of 7 or 800,0001. would be derived ; 
but, as the Committee must be well aware, 
a new Schedule on a subject so compli- 
cated, could not be prepared without 
considerable delay —Supposing that this 


new proposition would be productive 


to the amount which he had described, 
there would remain about 600,000]. still 
to be raised ; and he trusted, that in re- 
viewing the existing system’ of bounties 
and drawbacks, Parliament might find 
thé means of obtaining this sum. 
article of printed cottons for instance, 
the bounties were rendered unnecessary 
by the prosperity of the manufacture. 
The bounties demanded, were in some 
cases so extensive, that although he was 
reluctant to suspect the existence ot 
fraud, there was reason for circumspec- 
tion and enquiry. (The Right Honoura- 
ble Gentleman made some further obser- 
vations on this subject, and on the draw- 
hacks on sugar, &c. butin a tone of voice 
so low as to prevent us from accurately 
collecting kis meaning.) He came now 


In the 
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to say a few words on an article of very. 


extensive consumption in this couotry— 
he meant beer. A few years ago a great 
increase tgok place in the price of beer. 
The public were convinced that the pre- 
sent price was greater than it ought to 
be; and that if it were continued, the 
¢ountry had a fair title to participate in 
the-advantages which must consequently 
acerye, He was very unwilling, how- 
ever, to appear to tmerease the charge 
of an Fat of so great necessity ; and 
he would) much -rather,: by - 
which he had thrown out, be the means 
of diminishing the existing price. He 
was aware that in cases ef thes nature it 
was a delicate matter for Government 
to interfere between the producer and 
the-consumer; byt baying been a party 
to the former increase of price, and ha- 
ving no difitculty in’ saying that fo his 
opinion the present price was exorbitant, 
he did: not wish to be considered respon- 
sible for it,—-[e was now ahouy ty eub- 
mit to the Committee hys suggestions with 
respect to the provision for the charges 
of the Loap, apd of the unfanded debt. 


Adverting to the sum iv the hands of 
the Commissjanera for the reduction of 


the National Debt, he observed that he 
had ona farmer oceasion siated that it 
might be odyisable on the restoration 


the hint | 


a 


ef peace, te reserve a pecuon of that 








contribute to the-stieugth of the 
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sum for the purpose of liquidating the 
immediate and pressing expences of the 
winding up of the war. He now, however, 
thought that it would be more beneficial 
to allow the Sinkmg Fund te increase for 
four years at compound interest, with. 
outany reserve or deduction whatever; 
in which case it would produce 
150,000,000/. -a sum that would be 
capable of redeeming the whole funded 
debt (if it were thought advisable wholly 
to redeem it) in 45 years; which would 
be within the limits preseribed by 
Mr. Pitt's act. It was peculiarly desira- 
bie, so recently after the cessation of 
hostilities, to avoid trenching on so 
important a resouree, and one which 
could be converted into the means of 
enabling us 19 meet an unforeseen and 
sudden contingency. The fernrent into 
which Europe had been thrown was 
scarcely calmed; the military ardour 
which had been so prevalent was scarcely 
abated. In this point of view the lapse 
of a little time might he of the greatest 
Importance. Every year, every month, 
rendered stronger the probability ofa 
continuance of peace. At the expira- 
tion of four years--heving prudently re- 
served to ourselves daring that period 
the power of answering auy unexpected 
but imperious demand—we should then, 
in greater security, have au opportunity to 
consider of the best mode of availing 
ourselves of all the resources which we 
possessed for lightening the burthens 
of the country. ‘The committee and the 
country mist be well aware, that the 
best security for peace was to shew that 
we were perfectly prepared for war. By 
a continuance of the Property Tax, and 
by an abstinence from the Sinking Fund, 
we should every year strengthen our 
hands; and as on the one band he trusted 
we should exhibit a moderation equal to 
our power, so on the other we should 
lay a foundation for the attainment of a 
force that was best calculated to preserve 
us in undisturbed tranquillity. ‘That 
very ‘night would deliver the country 
irom an anneal taxation of nine 
millions; and not only would the 
relief be’ directly advantageous to those 
by lon it would be felt, but in the 
expenditure ef the money thas saved by 
the people, a large portion of it wou 

circuifonshy, hut ‘yet certainby, find its 
way into the publie ‘Freasury, and thus 
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The gradual but steady inerease of the 
revenue Was also a subject of gratifying 
contemplation. On the Sth of April, 
1814, the total amount of the revenue 
for ihe year, (exelusive of the Property 
Tax) was 48,436,000/. In the preceding 
vear the revenue (with the same exclusi- 
on) did not amount to 37,000, 0000. ?so 
that in that year there was an increase 
of about 1,800’000/. At Christmas 


‘jst the revenue for the year (ex- 


Er 


| having 









clustve of the Property Vax) was 51,- 
911,000/. being an increase of near 
3.000,0001. This progress of the public 
revenue would tend materially to re- 
lieve the public burthens ; and here he 
could not refrain from congratulating 
the committee and the country on having 
achived the great object cf the arduous 
struggle in which they had been engaged, 
with the resources of the country ia a 
state of such strength and hope. He 
weil recoilected that at the first dinner 
which Mr. Pitt gave after the commence- 
ment of the contest, Mr. Burke filled a 
slass of wine and drank “‘ Success to this 
long war!” The Company in genera! 
were not prepared for this expression, 
“ long,” conceiving that the war would 
soon be terminated; and some of them 
expressed their surprise, Mr. 
Rurke continued—* | say this long and 
sanguiuary war; for such it must be, 
Durate, et vosmet rebus servate secundis, 
Let ‘durate,’ be your motto,” ‘The per- 
severance which that great man recom- 
meuded had been undeviating adopted ; 
aud never bad the efforts-of any state 
beex crowned. with more complete tri- 
umph. The ight Hon. Gentleman con- 
eluded by moving his first Resolution. 
_ there was nothing in the debate worthy 
0: tne smallest notice. No one objected 
to tae preposed taxes, as being the means 


of supporting @ standing army in time of 


peace; no one found fault of the intention 
to keep up, im time of peace, all-the war 
faxes except the property-tax ; no one, 
it short, nor any singie word, at all in- 
leresting t@any man, who has a regard 
for the principles of our ancient laws aud 
poverument.—There was nothing but’ ca- 
tl; nothing at ail, that came te any in- 
teresting point, Therefore, L shall only 
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Taz,which Mr. Portaut, at the Hamp- 
shire Meeting, called a highwayman’s-tar, 
but which Mr. VANSITTART said, it had 
enabled wus to effect the deliverance of 
Europe. What would this deliverance 
appear to be, if Mr. Portall’s definition 
were taken into account? Itis very true, 
however, that the epe has been de- 
livered, that the Jesuits have been de- 
livered, that the Dominicans have been 
delivered (except in France), that the 
Holy Inquisition has been delivered, that 
Genoa has been delivered up, that Italy 
has shared the same tate, that Saxony and 
Poiand and Belgium are all likely to un- 
dergo the samekind of deliverance. The 
Bourbons, two have been delivered ;. but 
the people of France do not seem to have 
been delivered of their means of surpassing 
us in agricultural produce, nor of their 
means of carrying on manufactories 
upon an extensive scale. ‘They are not 
yet delivered of the Code Napeleon, nor 
of theirsufferings trom the want of tythes, 
monks, gabelies, corvees, and iteudal 





tenures and vassulege, It is, however, 
very good to hear, that the successes of 
the war are to be attributed to owr lares, 
though it may not be so palatable to the 
heroes who have been personally engaged 
|in that war. It may vex them to hear it 
ov arion : that we owe our victories to the 
|purse; and the assersion does indeed, 
\seem to justify the plaintive allusion, in 
\the Hampshire Petition, to the new 
[nights of the Bath ; for, realiv, if our 
; warlike successes be to be attributed to 
our purse, is seems but just, that those 
who filled that purse, should share 
in the honours which are the reward of 
those victories. The Order ef Taxation, 
seems, therefore, to be fully justitied ou 
the assertion of these gentlemen, and why 
should we not have it?—Of the fact, 
however, Ihave not the least doubt. I 


have always been of opinian, that 
the taxes of England won the Vic- 
tories; and, indeed, so have the 


french always said. ‘They, to do them 
jus:ice, acknowledged, from the com- 
-mencement of the war with us, that it was 
‘ourmoncy that beat them. ‘Ihey used to 
‘call it“ 2 or de Pitt,” Pitts gold; aud 
‘our present doctrine seems fully to tally 
with that-assertion,. Yes, it certainly was 
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the lances, and the javelins; but what 
urged them? The taxes of England. 
Let this always be clearly understood. 
It was the English meney that did the 
thing in Europe, and that would have 
done the thing in America, tf the Hert- 
ford Knights could have had their wish. 
In that hemisphere, however, it certainly 
has not been so potent, though, as we 
are told, the taxes of last year were 
greater than ever. In spite of ail our 
paying, we have certainly been defeated 
in our attempts on the other side of the 
Atlantic. To the exceeding mortifica- 
tion of every one who really feels for the 
naval renown of England, there is now as 
much boasting about the capture of one 
American Frigate by tivo English Fri- 
gates as there used to be about eur cap- 
turing of a whole fleet, by a farce of two 
thistis ch that of exy enemy, Oh, shame ! 
--It is very natural for us to be glad, 
that one of those ferrible Frigates has 
been taken and added to our navy; 
but, to make a boast of it? This is the 
vexatious fact. To boast, that two 
of our frigates, followed closely by others 
of our ships, have taken one American 
frigate, is past all bearing. One would 
think, that the very frame of our minds 
must have undergone a great change.— 
The most material part of the speech is 
that, in which Mr. Vansittart speaks of 
being ready for a new war. lie does 
not seem to imagine, that other nations 
will be ready to go to war as well as we ; 
and he seems to forget, that, if we go to 
war again, there will be no. Jacobin cry 
to urge us on; and that ifwe attempt our 
blockades, and impressments, and orders 
in council, however just, (for 1 will have 
no dispute about that) we shall have 
America with, perhaps, a hundred pub- 
lic ships of war, of all sizes, against us. 
The Chancellor seems to have forgotten 
this fact; yet, a fact it is, and a very 
important one too. This danger, the 
greatest that England ever knew, we owe 
to the American war ; a war which I la- 
boured so hard to prevent, and which I 
said would ercate an American navy. It 
has done that deed, and has thereby ren- 
“dered it necessary for us to keep a much 
larger naval force in constant readiness ; 
and, of course has entailed upon us an 
enormous expence, We are, it seems, 
to have loans in time ef peace. 1 said 





we pate My propositions were these: 
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The War Taxes must all be continued, 
The freeholders must go unpaid, 


The army must be disbanded, and the 
navy reduced to the state of 1786, 


There must be new taxes equal in 
amount to the war taxes, 
OR, 


There must be loans in itime of peace. 


A middle course has been pursued, 
Part of the war taxes are to be continued, 
and we are to have loans in time of 
peace, a thing quite unprecedented in 
our history.—But, this is, in fact, of 
no consequence at all to the people, 
It is the employment of the taxes; the 

ower they give to those who rule us; 
the effect they have in debasing the spi- 
rit and morals of the people; their ter- 
rible effect upon public liberty; this is 
the only light, in which it 1s worth the 
while of any rational man to view the 
taxes. The addition to the assessed 
taxes will produce very little, if the symp. 
toms I have seen are to be judged by. 
Those who kept two horses, will, in one 
half of the cases, keep but one. Ser, 
vants and Dogs will be turned out of 
doors very fast, and chariots’ and gigs 
will fall in abundance. Ido not think, 
that, upon these articles, any addition 
will be raised. The taxes upon hot- 
houses will weigh against the tax upon 
glass; which will also be diminished by 
a further closing up of windows,—The 
tax upon newspapers will make each 
paper cost in tax fourpence halfpenny, 
and payment to the news-man, three 
pence.—But, this will produce little, 
though it is so heavy on the article; for 
if one paper out of every seven, is Jaid 
down in consequence of it, the gain to 
the treasury is nothing at all; and there 
will be a corresponding falling off in, the 
paper tax, Out of the sixpence halt- 
penny, which the news-man now receives, 
the Government has already received, 
in stamp duty, about 4-pence, ‘This 
was pretty well; but, in fact, it is 20 
-matter———Mr. VANsITTART hinted 
at the dearness of BEER, Will he say, 
that the. Government does not now re- 
ceive 3d. three-farthings out ef the 6d, 
for which a pot of beer is sold? My 
ale is not loaded with beer duty, and yet, 
in every quart of it that.I drink, I drink 
about two pence halfpenny im tax,  !® 
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summer time I swallowone penny-farthing 
jy tax at almost every dratt, exclusive of 
the taxes which reach the barley, through 
the land, the assessed taxes, the lea- 
ther, the salt, the soap, the candles, 
Xe. &c. of the farmer. If 1} belonged 
to the Company of Brewers, | would 
publish an answer to this i hint,’ and 
would shew ‘“* the labouring classes,” 
inwhose behalf the gentleman testified 
«o much consideration, how large a part 
of the price of their beer consisted in 
tares. This would be paying him in 
his own coin. And I would shew, too, 
that those who are able to brew their 
own beer, pay no beer tax, and only a tax 
onthe maft, which latter is sufficiently 
heavv, and is, in great part, a war tax 
too: but is now to be continued, it seems 
ju time of peace. However, it must be 
confessed, that the rabble, who were like 
to squeeze and stink to death “‘ Alexan- 
“der the Deliverer,” and “Old Blacher,” 
ought not to grudge to swallow taxes 
in their beer, since it was these taxes, 
which, as we are now told, procured 
them the pleasure of seeing and embracing 
those worthy personages.—If you could 
iake this class of persons, one by one, 
and clearly explain to them whither goes 
the 6d. which they pay for a pet of beer, 
what a surprising turn it would give to 
their minds { Or, if there wasan Excise- 
man in each public house, to receive 
from every purchaser of a pot of beer, 
the government part of the price, that 
woula make the matter delightfully clear. 
Then, and net till then, should we hear 
these people talking about the taxes in a 
rational way.—But, as government are 
much too wise to adopt this mode of col- 
icclion, we must expect to see such 
“hints” as that of Mr.Vansittart received 
vith great gratitude. How he must have 
lwughed: to* himself when he conceived 
the notion of. throwing out such a hint! 
Of stepping in- between the makers and 
drinkers of beer! What a: sight to. see! A 
lon so besotted. as: reeeive this as an 
“cl of favour at the: hands. of the govern- 
ment; and the impudent hirelings of the 
ible are indebted. to the. minister’ for 
having lowered the price of this: neces- 
ne to prodect's sete aE Oa 
tata delissibns °c i | 


a Agger 
* 


press. have the profligacy to-say,. that. the” 


Curap Corn, 

Mr. Copsetr.—Pardon an intruder, 
more especially one who sets his face 
against e// that kas been said or written 
on this subject." It appears to him, 
according to the old and vulgar proverb, 
that you have all got the wrong sow by 
the ear. Each writer and speaker seems 
to vie with his neighbour which shall best 
elude the true statement of the case. 
The one aflirms, that by keeping the 
bread dear, the poor will be better fed. 
Another says, that agriculture wants en- 
couragement, at the expense of the ma- 
nufacturer and the poor labourer, Some 
have asserted that the arable part of the 
country is small compared to the popu- 
lation. Others state, that the newly en- 
closed lands had been very expeysive to 
those who have obtained them. Honest 
folks! They then have rebbed the poor 
of their patrimony, without profit to 
themselves ; nay witha certain loss. But 
there has beeu, as yet, only one of them 
honest enough to hint at the rea/ cause 
of the evil.. He is made to say, that he 
himself was in possession of an estate 
which formerly rented at six hundred a 
year. A short time since the lease ex- 
pired, and it was Iet at double the a- 
mount. Here then, Mr. Cobbett, is the 
mystery explained. ‘These gentlemen have 
each more than doubled their income by 
rack-renting their tenants, who now look 
to their landlord for support; and the 
decision is leit to those very men, who 
by their rapacity gave birth to the com- 
plaint, that the farmer cannot afford to 
grow cheap ¢orn. No more can they, 
as they now live-——-Another trifling 
cause, entirely overlooked, or careiully 
concealed, is the consolidation of a num- 


extremely convenient, to be sure, for the 
landholder, and very profitable to the 
rich farmef—The one receives his rent 
with less trouble from an individual in 
affiuence, than from a numberof poor 
tenants who may depend for their profits 
solely on their industry, and not, like the 
rich tenant, onthe success of speculation. 


let the reader travel the kingdom round. 
‘He: will: soon Jearn, that the Jidtle farms 
‘are consolidated. into one great farm, and, 


| that the: /ittle farmers have, in conse- 
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ber of small farms into one large oné— , 


—'fo be convinced of the truth of this, - 
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own farms) as day labourers. Let him 
next step into one of these Jarge farm 
houses ; he will no longer see the tarmer’s 
daughters, Madge or Dolly, feeding the 
pigs, fetching in the cows, miiking them, 
or churning or making cheese, while the 
old mother and grandmother are teaching 
the younger branches to knit coarse yarn 
stockings for feather, and brothers, and 
sisters—No, no: he will find the young 
ladies in a back parlour, playing upon 
the forte piano, drawing or embroidering, 
perhaps making themselves up new caps 
or dresses to appear in at the next county 
ball. ‘The old mare with a pillion is also 
disearded for a gig, chaise, or curricle; 
avd the young gentleman, the farmer’s 
son, instead of thick high shoes well 
studded with hobnails, with a smock 
frock, antl carter’s. whip on his shoulder, 
naw sports his military-cut-upper-coat of 
superfine, lived with silk, his Wellington 
boots, hisjemmy rattan and his bit of blood 
The ox cheek and leg of beef, and suet 
dumplin of ancient times, have given 
wav to Modern Delicacies; and if one 
of the Misses happens to be remarkably 
notab'e, itis possible she may superin- 
tend the Pastry, the Jellies, the Blanc- 
mange, &c. &c. How can such Farmers 
atterd to grow cheap Corn? 

But the Taxes—true; but Gentlemen 
Landholders, how came these taxes? 
You Gentlemen Landholders, have the 
exclusive privilege of sitting in Parlia- 
ment: You have consented to these 
Taxes.--Did vou represent the Land 
or the Inhabitants? If it was the inha- 
bitants, have you done them justice? 
What advantage, what compensation, 
have they received, or are they to receive 
from these taxes ?—Speak out:—have 
these taxes of your own imposing, have 
they not been to your own profit?—Pay 
them then yourselves, after consolidating 
all the land of the country in your own 
hands—ail the wealth in your own pock- 
ets.—Is it not a nefarious attempt to 
make the poor, those who have not one 
foot of land——those who live by labour 
and industrv,those whom one week’s sick- 
ness sends to the work-house, those who 
toil all day that you may game and revel 
all night, those who are the bulk of the 
nation, and, we may add, the least vicious 
of any—Starile not, Gentlemen:—it is 
truth that guides my pen—ls it not a ne- 
farious attempt to make such men eat 
dear bread? Lf sacrifices are to be made, 
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| make them yourselves. Lower your 
rents. Divide your large farms into 
small ones. Encourage the Jittle farmer’s 
industry. Pay the major part of the 
taxes yourselves, as you alone have bene- 
fitted by their imposition. Let the pub- 
lic eat cheap bread. Retrench all your 
own pnnecessary expenses, and throw 
the savings into the public purse. 


ARISTIDES, 





ae 


Mr Conpetr.—As I am a Farmer, 
I wish to say, how much I approve of 
your remarks upon the Corn Bill, No. 
thing can be more correct than your 
views of this subject. It is not the 
farmer who wants a Corn Law, but the 
Government, that it may be able to 
raise taxes, which are to support a 
standing army, and a system of bribery 
and corruption. But as we do not want 


|a standing army in time of peace with 


all the world, and as we do not want 











| unconstitutional purposes. 


a system of corruption, at any time, 
so taxes ought not to be raised for these 
It is against 
the taxes then that the farmers should 
meet to petition, and at the same time 
should connect with their petitions a 
reform in the representation, the want of 
which, has been, and still is the cause of 
all our grievances civil and religious. I do 
not wish to repeat what you have already 
said so often and so well upon this sub- 
ject. You have shewn that we can do 
with less taxes, and without loans, 
and without Corn Bills, And I be- 
lieve it to be the real interest of every 
farmer, to oppose instead of supporting 
a Corn Bill. Your's, &e. 


G. G. ForpHAmM. 
Feb, 20. 1815. 


P. S. In your last Register you ob- 
serve, that if any addition is made to 
your assessed taxes, you shall only keep 
one goed horse and five or six dogs, 
as being necessaries of life. 1 cannot 
comprehend how the six dogs are neces- 
cessaries of life, unless you intend to 
put them to plough to save the horse tax. 





LEGION OF Honovur, 


Str,—I am a good deal astonished at 
the extraordinary defence of the New 
Legion of Honour, whieh your corres 
pondent, P. C. has thought proper to 
make in your last number. He considers 
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that body as having been most cruelly 
attacked, by the name of Major General 
Dicby Hamilton having been added to 


the list of its most respectable members. 
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Pp. C. states this not to he the case, but 
he himself confes.es that the Mayor Ge- 
neral did apply for admission; there- 
fore, at least, there was certainty some 
foundation for the report. - P. C. very sa 
tirically compares the Major General’s 
claims to these of the Under City Mar- 
shall, Mr. Nalder, on the ground of ‘* ser- 
“«“ vices.” Now, Sir, I beg leave to be dis- 
tinctiy understoud, that there are various 
sorts of “ services,” for which this “ deco- 
« ration,” is bestowed:—-there are military 
services, diplomatic services, pen and ink 
services, Horse Guards services, back door 
services, negotiation services, procuration 
services, cum multtis aliis, too numerous 
to mention; so that the worthy Major 
General may have very eminently distin- 
vuished himself “ in Ais way,” and may 
have as good a title to the ‘ decoration” 
as the Duke of Wellington himself. The 
Drum Boy, is, in his line, a great warrior; 
andi have no doubt, that the Major 
General could unfold as brilliant a list of 
achievements in his escutcheon, as any 
one of the ‘‘ Kuights Grand Crosses ” of 
the Order. Every man_ in his vocation: 
The Major General has not been a war 
man; he has laboured peaccably at home, 
and has done wonders! For, as your 
vorrespondent observes, he contrives to 
continue ‘‘ on,permanent pay,” with “ tem- 
“porary” rank, I am sorry, however, 
Sir, to be obliged to inform you, that ! 
have heard, from unquestionable autho- 
rity, that it is the intention of one of 
those most awful “ Jacobins,” Mr. Whit- 
bread, Mr. Ponsotiby, Sir Francis Bur- 
dett, 6r some other of the “ vile crew,” to 
object to the continuance of the tempora- 
ry rank Major General’s “ permanent ” 
Corps. How cruel this will be! Poor 
man! to deprive him of the sweet little 
country box at Creydon Barracks, and of 
the little comforts of coals, candies, hay, 
straw, and corn; to say nothing of his 
nice garden, and farm yard, and of the 
convenience of bringing up ‘all these 

comforts” to Cleveland Row, in a co- 
vered waggon, drawn by four horses! 
Surely Mr. Whitbread could not be so 
¢ruel as to begrudgethe “Major General” 
these trifling enjoyments, particularly 
when they do not cost the country more 
than two or three hundred thousand 


| 


{ 
; 





pounds a year ? 
the poor Major General will of course, 
be obliged to put down his carriages, and 
to lese his couchmen 
their pretiy pink liveries, who, of course, 
ifthe “ Hoyal Waggon Trein” is dis- 





But so it is, I fear; and 
aud footmen and 


banded as is expected, these servants, 
being“ Royal Waggoners,” will be dis- 
charged from the public service; and if 
kept in the Major General's service, must 
be so at bis own expense. You reformers 
are sad men, Mr. Cobbett? What a deal 
of misch’ef you are abcut to entail upon 
this valuable officer,by your meanness in 
thinking of a few hundreds of thousands 
of pounds { 1 know, in your way, paltry 


, you will be calculating low many fami- 


lies might be supported by the pay and al- 
lowances,seen and unseen allowed and not 
allowed, permitetd and not permitted, but 
possessed by the Major General; and will 
ask, in your impertinent manner, what he 
does, or has cone, to deserve such emple 
reward, white se many very mciitorions 
officers without arms or legs, &e. &c Ady 
are sent to cultiv ate their health mi whole- 
some retirement, in Wa'es and the liigh- 
lands of Scotland, where alone their tittle 
pittance cen provide them with potatces 
and small beer. But, Sir, your corre- 
spondent, P. C. who dates his !_etfer frora 
the Horse Guards, and of whose identity 
I can give a shrewd guess, can, if he 
pleases, unfold the whole story, aud shew 
you that the “ Major Gincral” has 
claims, which cannot be disputed. VI 
am wrong, | call upon him to put me 
right; and [am sure your caudour and 
love of truth is too great not to give in- 
sertion to whatever explanation he may 
think fitto make. That he will do which 
forthwith is the earnest wish of your sin- 
cere and fervent admirer, 
Puro Civis. 


— 











On RELIGIOUS PERSECUTION, 
LETTER YII. 
“ Remember that the disorders of the Soul are ne 


“ to be cured by force and violence.” 
Cardinal de Camus.—-Pastoral Instructions.1688, 


Continued from page 217. 


Our Prince (acting for his father) 
is the sovereign head of the church, 
or state religion of this country, and 
“ Defender of the Faith. ” This 
faith is a branch of a system called 
christian, from the name of its founder, 
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and first instituted, as the almanacks 
tell us, about 1815 years ago. 
Whatever might have been the opin- 
ions of the early professors of this reli- 
gion, We at the present day, that is, the 
great bulk of Christians in this country, 
believe, that the great Author of Nature, 
in order to redeeni his creatures from a 
portion of the disgrace entailed upon 
them, in conse: quence of their first pa- 
rents eating some fruit from a forbidden 
tree, he begot, in a supernatural manner, 
A son upon the body of a young woman, 
who was betrothed to aa old man. ‘That 
this immaculate conception was brought 
about by the instrumentality of the Holy 
Ghost,an incorporeal spiritual personage, 
sometimes represented as appearing in 
the shape of a Dove, and sometimes in 
various other forms, We believe also 
in a doctrine called the Trinity, said to 
have been established about the third 
centurvolChristianity, whichreprese nisthe 


Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, te | 


parts ike equally of divinity, and, in fact, 
to be three Gods and one God at the 
same time; three in one, and one com- 
posing three, and yet not one God but 
three, and not three se parate Gods but 
one. It is true, our enemies ridicule this 
ineffuble mystery of our holy religion, but 
we implicitly believe it, though so inseru- 
table that we cannot comprehend ul. Ut 
must also be recollected, that we believe 
our Saviour Jesus Christ to have been 
the promised “Messiah mentioned in the 
ancient traditions and prophecies of the 
Jews, who, when he came, was to bring’ 
about such wonderful things that the 
earth was to be a sort of paradixe. The 
Jews will not agree to this, ‘They say 
that our Messiah was executed without 
having accomplished what was predicted 
of him; that we misrepresent their serip- 
tures, aud contrive, by means of forged 
genealogies, and other insidious arts, to 
grait our system on theirs to give it a bet- 
ter foundation: but we, as Christians, 
consider them mistaken, and give no 
credit to aspersions so injurious to our 
holy fuith, 

These being some of the leading points 
of our religion, and indeed being the 
very foundation stones upon which the 
superstructure is reared, does it not be- 
hove us to be particulirly cautious how 
we meddle with the mission and the doe- 
trines of .Wrs. Southcoit!—Sueh Chliis- 
tiaas as many, or most of the sects who | 
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| flourished in the early ages of the Gospel 
dispensation, may, with perfect consis. 
tency, despise the pretensions of Johanna, 
because they reject the miraculous con- 
ception of Mary, the divinity of Jesus, 
and the sublime mystery of the Trinity; 
but we, who stake our salyation upon 
our faith in these things, cannot consist- 
ently, or without great danger to our holy 
religion, appear hostile to the opinions 
of this new sect.—If these Millenarians 
had denied any part of our sacred wri- 
tings, and proved some characters, which 
we greatly admire, to be bad ones ; if 
they “had abused our church, reviled 

ministry; or breathed a spirit of Jaco- 
binism, we might then have found some 
pretext for persecuting them with all the 
fury of religious monsters just let loose 
from hell; but, on the contrary, they ad- 
mit the whole of our Scriptures to be 
true, and, so far from disrespecting the 
State Religion, they read the whole of its 
forms in their Meetings. —Now the difli- 
culty we laboured under in opposing 
their system was this, that we admit 
all things to be possible with God, that 
the ways of providence are often dark 
and mysterious, and that he does not 
cousult either ourselves or our under- 
standings in the government of the uni- 
verse, or the means he shall use to carry 
his designs into execution ; all this we 
acknowledge when we give him the attr- 
bute of * ‘ Omnipotence.” Is it net pal- 
pable then, that by doubting the super- 
natural pregnancy of Mrs. Southeott, 
and hastity determining it to be impossible, 
we called in question the power of the 
Almighty? Was not her vase strictly 
whalagous to that of the blessed Virgin 
Mary, whom the Catholics always henor 
with the appellation of “ Mother of 
God?” We own that the Lord has 
worked hundreds and thousands of 
Miracles, and are pigmies like us to say 
when he shall cease to work them? if 
this would have been a greater Miracle 
than the birth of Christ, might it not be 
more necessary, at a period like this, 
when, instead of the ignorant idolatry 
of those days, the earth is over-run with 
an enlightened infidelity, and when, im 
fact, the rogress of knowledge has only 
facilitated the march of materialism.and 
scepticism } But where can. be the dif- 
ference to the Almighty 7—Is he not 
as capable of commanding an aged vir- 








gin to bring forth, without connection 
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with man, a8 he was @ young woman? 
Has the period of 1800 years, diminished 
his strength, or is he a man that he 
should have grown imbecile through age? 
__How often do we call the Jews a set of 
hard hearted and blood thirsty villains 
for not believing what took place in their 
own day, but executing the Son of God 
as an unmpostor. Every impartial person 
must acknowledge, that the great bul) 
of the English place themselves just in 
the same situation as the Jews, when 
they ridiculed the Prophetess, and would 
have persecuted her ‘if our Prince had 
heen as weak as Pontius Pilate, aud had 
vielded to their senseless murder brea- 
thing clamour, It would have been much 
more becoming in such insignificant 
animals as we are, to have waited with 
patient submission to the Decrees of 
Heaven, and not presumptuously attempt 
to scan the ways of providence by 
judging and determining before the ap- 
pointed time. We called these people 
superstitious, weak, and stupid, for cre- 
diting that which was not more wonder- 
ful than what we firmly believe, though 
it took place near 2000 years since, and 
is handed down tous by tradition, thro’ 
the dark ages and a variety of mediums 
which we often take a pleasure in pro- 
ving to be suspicious, Does not all this 
open a door to the scoffs and jeers of 
lnfidels 7 Does it not give them a glo- 
rious Opportunity of making our foolish 
conduct in this respect, a powerfu! en- 
gine wherewith to strike at the very 
root of our holy religion, by shewing us 
how easily we can see the errors and 
ubsurdities of others, and wonder at tlhcir 
being so besotted, when, if we were ca- 
pable of asking ourselves a few Close 
questions, we might perhaps find that 
we were cherishing in our own minds dog- 
mas equally repugnant to common sense. 
Our prince is aware, ‘that if the discus- 
s1oit of these topics had been pushed still 
further by the misguided zeal of religious 
persecution, .it would give scope to a 
thousand such illnatured observations 
and inferences as those 1 have just men- 
tioned ; therefore I look up to him with 


Vveneralion, as an experienced Father, | 


Whose judgement is not blinded by his 
affection for his children, but who has 
the resolution to deny such of their re- 
Guests as his superior knowledge, and 
foresight, convinces him will militate 
“;Ainst their happiness, 
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How often have | heard persons ex- 
claim ‘1 wonder how ayy ong can be so 
credulous as ‘to be lead away by that 
woman.”—-In the same manner I have 
heard a gaping clown, when staring at 
the lofty fabric of St. Paul, express his 
astonishment, that human ingenuity could 
plan and erect so stupendous a pile; but 
the shilful architect views it with far less 
amazement, because he knows the prin- 
ciples upon which the temple was de- 
signed, and the means by which that 
design was carried into execution, and 
could himself, perhaps, raise vs grand 
a structure, if he had the 
nity of displaying his abilities. —Does 
not this prove, that all our wender arises 
from our ignorance, and that the only 
reason why we are surprised at the weak- 
ness of the Southcoterians is, that we are 
nnacquainted with the theory of the hu- 
man mind in general, and with our ewn 
faculties in particular?) Hf we were ca- 
pable of divesting ourselves of the pre- 
judices of education, the trammels of 
superstition, and all the shackles which 
surrounding circumstances impose upon 


saure opportu- 
aa 


us; if we could dissect Our brein, ana- 
lyse our ideas, and make an inventory of 
our knowledge, we should fiad the por- 
tion of it obtained by thinking, examin- 
ing, and judving for ourselves, so small 
as hardly to be discernible in the mass 
of rubbish that we have received with- 
out investication, from our burse, our 
schoolmaster, and our pricst.—’‘the in- 
struction we imbibed from these, was 
considered as the dictates of uth and 
reason by our infantine capacities. We 
grow up ia reverence of what we have 
learned from parents, ciders, and supe 
riors, falsely conceiving it the result of 
our own conviction, and, whether right 
or wrong, becomihg more obstinately 
birotted to it the longer we continue it, 
Our self love, pride, and vanity, prompt 
us to attach a peculiar importaace to our 
own opinions, and to atiribute them to 
our judgment and discrimination, or to 
any cause but thatel chance, or accident, 
which threw us in the way of thé educa- 
tion we have received, whether good or 
bad. ‘To set our knowledge ef, or our 
fondness for, particular dogmas to their 
account, instead of to our own election, is 
not ‘sufficiently flattering to human na- 
ture. Is it then to be woudered at that 
the more ignorant we ere, the more ob- 


‘| etinate we shull be in adhering to any 























255] 


ridiculous notion we may have embraced ? 
And is it not evident, that the proper 
reason the brik of mankind ought to 
assigu for their profession of a particular 


religion is, that I am a good Mahom- | 


metan, because I was born at Constanti- 
nople, and a true Christian, because 1 
was born at London t—When we reflect 
upon the history of man, ean we be sur- 
prised at any thing he does under the 
influence of religion ?1—There is no prin- 
ciple so powerful over the human mind 
as superstition, when enforced and di- 
rected by a Priest. It is quite immaterial 
whether it is the worship of the most 
hideous idol to which the poor benighted 
Indian bows the knee,or the more ration- 
al adoration of a Supreme Being, as the 
Author of Nature.—Their effects will be 
the same wherever a Priesthood have the 
liberty of modifying them to answer their 
own Interested purposes-—Let us then 
be moderate and charitable, and avoid 
exposing our shallow knowledge of self, 


by abusing others, even if they should 


be in error. But God forbid that 1 
should say they are because they see 
more in my Bible than J have been 
tuught to see. Is every other science 
to be extended and improved, and 
not that of religion ?—The. Jews never 
discovered that our system was predicted 
in their books and will not believe it to 
this ‘day. ‘The language of oracles and 
prophecies has’ never been direct and 
perspicuous, but, on the contrary, dark 
and mysterious, The fertile imagination 
of St. Augustine could see the whole of 
the New Testament in the Old: he dis- 
covered that even the piece of red rag 
held out as a signal bya harlot, was 
typical of the blood of our blessed Sa- 
viour, and the twe wives of Abraham 
meant the synagogue and the catholic 
church, We protestants, in our expo- 
sttions, make the man of sin to be the 
pope, the Romish religion antichristian; 
and the more enlightened Southcoterians 
ean see still farther than us. They find 
that Jesns went off without making the 
earth a paradise as was promised, and 
quote passages from scripture to prove 
his second coming in the child SHILOH, 
to fulfil what he left undone. Hundreds 
have condemned the prophetess with- 
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out having read her works, or examin. 
ed the passages in holy Writ upon 
which she rested her divine — mission. 
I have that zeal and fenthusiasm in the 
cause of truth, that I will make no sern- 
ple in declaring my opinion on this case, 
even though I should be thouglit a 
Southcoterian in disguise, and be loaded 
with every species of opprobrium. — 1 do 
roundly assert, without the fear _ of 
coniradiction, that the texts selected 
by Mrs. Southcott for the illustration 
of her doctrines, ere as pointed and as 
applicable as any of those upon which 
we ground the christian system. To 
those who say that her death proved 
the fallacy of her scheme, and her fol- 
lowers will no longer exist as a sect, 
it is answered that her disciples know 
the Almighty has changed bis mind be- 
fore; he had repented that he had made 
man, that he called Jesus Christ to hea- 
veri before he had caused the Lion atid 
the Lamb to lay down together, and 
the land to flow with milk and honey; 
and may he not, say the true believers, 
have some wise and mysterious end in 
view in taking the holy prophetess to 
himself, without blessing us with the 
Shiloh. Perhaps the crying sins of this 
oy Babylon have offéided him. But 
ve this as it may, whatever is, is right; 
itis all for the best, and must at last 
work together for good. Let us then 
cordially unite in offering up those sen- 
timents of praise, which are the emana- 
tion of a true and loyal heart, to our 
good aud gracious Prince Regent, for his 
mild and generous conduct towards tbis 
new sect of christians, which, I have 
no doubt will flourish to the end of time; 
it being my most serious persuasion, 
that, according to critical evidence, this 
system and our own only holy and in- 
fallible faith must stand or fall together. 


ESRASMUS PERKINS. 
London, Feb. 17, 1815. 


The American Documents to be continued 
in the next Number. 
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